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CHAPTER III.
K's Just the Very Biggest Thmj In

a high pedMta! of Naek marble fn the
angle of the ball. It was at least sev-
en feet high and so thin that she could
hardly balance anon it-- A. more ab-
surd object than she .presented cocired
up there with her face convulsed with

the Wortd"
AR.PLY wa It sbat when Mrs.

Challenger darted out from
tbe dining room. The small
woman was In a furious tem- -

anger, her feet dangling and her body
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rigid ror rear or an upset, I could not
Imagine.

"Let me down!"" she walled.
"Say 'please.'"
--You brute, Geqrge! Let me doM

this instant!"
"Come tnto the study, Mr. Malone."
"Really, air" said I, looking at the

lady.
"Here's Mr. Malone pleading for you,

Jessie. Say pleate and down yen
come."

"Oh, you brute! Please, please!"
He took her down as if she had been

a canary.
"You must behave yourself, dear.

Mr. Malone is a press man. He vill
have it all in his rag tomorrow and sell
an extra dozen among our neighbors.
'Stranre Story of High Life' you felt
fairly high on that pedestal, did you
not? Tin a a subtitle, 'Glimpse of a
Singular Menage.' He's a foul feeder,
is Mr. Malone, a carrion eater, like all
of his kind porcus ex grege diaboli
a swine from the devil's herd. That's
it. Malone what?"

"You are really intolerable!" said I
hotly.

He bellowed with laughter.
"We shall have a coalition present-

ly," he boomed, looking from his wife
to me and puffing out Ids enormous
chesi. Then, suddenly altering nis
tone, "Excuse this frivolous family
badinage, Mr. Malone. I called you

clamation of surprise. There was a
full page picture of the moat extraor-
dinary creature that I bad ever seen.
It was the wild dream of an opium
smoker, a vision of delirium. Tbe
head was like that of a fowl, the body
that of a bloated lizard, the 'trailing
ta was furnished with upward turn-
ed spikes, and the curved back was
edged with a high serrated fringe,
which looked like a doaen cocks wat-
tles placed behind each other. In front
of this creature was an absurd manni-ki- n

or dwarf in human form, who
stood staring at it.

n pnmgtl chicken In front of a
Snlldo". It was evident thr.t she bad
sn ni.T exit, but had not observed
cy return.
"Ton bmre. George!" she screamed.

Ton've hurt that nice young- man.
He Jerked backward with his thnmb,
Here he If. safe and sound behind

K'
Sbe was confused, but not unduly so,
-- I am so sorry. I didn't see you.
"I assure yon, madam, that It is all

'He has marked your poor face! Oh.
Seorge. what a brute yon are! Noth-j- g

bet scandals from one end of the
reek to the other. Every one hating

making fun of you. You've fin-sbe- d

my patience. This ends it!"
"Dirty linen." he ruiobied.
"It's not a secret! she cried. "Do

pou suppose that the whole street the
rbole of "London, for that matter

t away. Austin. We don't want
ron here. Iv you suppose they don't
ill talk alout you? Whore is yonr
tgaity' You a m3n who should have
yen rectus professor at a great uni-
versity with a tr. .tjsand students all
Bering you! Where is your dignity,
Seorge?"
"How about yours, my dear?"
"You try me too rnnch. A ruffian, a

jemmon brawling ruffian that's what
ton have become."
"Be good. Jessie.
"A roaring, raging bully!"
"That's done it: Stool of penance !"

a'.d fcv.

To my amazement, he stooped, pick-i- d

her up and placed her hitting upon

unusual nothing to Justify what you
have said."

He smiled serenely.
"Try the next page," said he.
I was still unable to sympathize. It

was a full page sketch of a landscape
roughly tinted in color, the kind of
painting which an open air artist takes
as a guide to a future more elaborate
effort. There was a pale green fore-
ground of feathery vegetation, which
sloped upward and ended in a line of
cliffs dark red in color and curiously
ribbed like some basaltic formations
which I have seen.

"Well?", he asked.
"It is no doubt a curious formation, "

said I, "but I am not geologist enough
to say that it is wonderful."

"Wonderful!" be repeated. "It is
unicroe. It is incredible. No one on
earth has ever dreamed of such a pos-

sibility. Now the next."
I turned it over and gave an ex

their ways. Then came a picture of
a cheerful and corpulent ecclesiastic
in a shovel bat, sitting opposite a very
thin European, and the inscription,
"Lunch With Fra Cristofero at Ro-sari- o.

Studies of women and babies
accounted for several more pages, and
then there was an unbroken series of
animal drawings with such explana-
tions as "Manatee Upon Sandbank,"
"Turtles and Their Eggs," "Black
AJouti Under a Mlriti Palm," the mat-
ter disclosing some sort of plgllke ani-

mal, and finally came a double page
of studies of long snouted and very
unpleasant saurians. I could make
nothing of It and said so to the pro-

fessor.
"Surely these are only crocodiles T"

"AJligators! Alligators! There is
hardly such a thing as a true crocodile
in South America. The distinction be-

tween them"
"I meant that I could see nothing

(Continued next Saturday.)

whatever I may care to say to you. If
ny remark sbonld occur to you you

can reserve it for some more opportune
time.

"First of all, as to your return to my
house after your moat Justifiable ex-

pulsion" he protruded his beard and
stared at me as one who challenges
and invites contradiction "after, as
I say, your well merited expulsion.
The reason lay in your answer to that
most officious policeman, in which I
seemed to Qiscern some glimmering of
good feeling upon your part mere, at
any rate, than I am accustomed to as-
sociate with your profession."

All this he boomed forth like a pro-

fessor addressing his class. He had
swung around bis revolving chair so
as to face me, and he sat all puffed
out like an enormous bullfrog, bis
head laid back and his eyes half cover-
ed by supercilious lids. Now he sud-
denly turned himself sideways, and
all I could see of him was tangled hair
with a red, protruding ear. He was
scratching about among the litter of
papers upon his desk. He faced me
presently with what looked like a very
tattered sketchbook in his hand.

"I am going to talk to you about
Sonth America," said he. "No com-

ments, if you please. First of all, 1

Still Out
"Are you sure your mistress Is oatV

asked the caller.
"Oh, yes, sir," replied the maid. "She

told me two hoars ago sbe was out,
and she hasnt come hi since. St.
Louis Post Dispatch.I bai-- for some more serious purpose

t!jan to mix you up with our little do-
mestic pleasantries. Run away, little
woman and don't fret." He placed a
huge hand upon eali of her shoulders. Complete Banking Facilities-- .
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j wish you to understand that nothing
I tell you now is to le repeated in any

j public way unless you have my ex- -

press permission. That permissiou
t will in all human probability never be

aiiA Will
Important Duty

"All that you say is perfectly true. I
should be a better man if I did what
you advise, but I shouldn't be quite
George Edward Challenger. There are

; plenty of better men. my dear, but only
one G. E. C. So make the best of him."
lie suddenly gave hr a resounding

j kiss, which embarrassed me even more
than his violence bad done. "Now,

j Mr. Malr.no." he continued, with a
j great recession of dignity, "this way.
j if you please."
j We rc-cn- u rod the room which we

!" 1 "of. r.r. "linntes
; before. The professor closed the door
i carefully behind us, motioned me into
i an nriiK'hair and pushed a cigar box
j under my nose.
j "Real San Juan Colorado." he said.
! "Excitable people like you are the bet-- j

ter for narcotics. Heavens, don't bite
j it! Cut. and cut with reverence. Now
j leau back and listen attentiveiy to
i

given. Is that clear?"
"It is very hard," said I. "Surely a

judicious account '- -

He replaced the notebook upon the

In After Years
Ycc--r baby will feci the eflects of

fep ;per feeding.
Do joa know that cow's- - milk

contain but one-sixt- h the amount of
iron cf mother's milk and that
Thompson's Food (.Peptonized) is
pare sweet milk modified on a large
:cale r.d so prepared that the iron
content equals that of mother's milk.

Your baby will thank you in after
years it you bring- it up on Thomps-
on's Food (Peptonized). There
will be no danger of it 'being anae-
mic, rickety or backward ii growth.

Ready for use by simply adding
water.

We suggest that you try a 50c
psckas-- e with our guarantee of
satisfaction.
A. J. Riess, Druggist. Rock Island.

BUILDING UP STRENGTH
After a severe illness, or some-

times without that misfortune,
many people do not gain strength
as they should. Often this is be-

cause the food taken is not rel-
ished and does not go to the mak-
ing of rich blood.

Nature should then be aided.
It will usually be the case that in
the mucous membranes that line
most of the body there will be
areas of stagnation, with the
blood engorged instead of cir-
culating. When these are in the
stomach or bowels the food fer-
ments when it might be making

treog-th-

Pvraaa dispels stagnation in
these membranes. Invigorates the
digestion, tones up the bodily func-
tions, overcomes all catarrhal con-
ditions and start the organs to
working properly. After illness it
ia a good tonic, used by all with
safety.

Liquid or tablet form each with
the same principles whichever is
more convenient. Vr may be used
topethe r.

Manalie is the Ideal laxative. It
Clean the waste from the system.

i table.
"That ends it," said he. "I wish

Lyou a very good morning."

'

i.1

"No. no:" I cried. "I submit to any
conditions. So far as I can see, I have
no choice."

"None in the world," said he.
"Well. then. I promise."
"Word of honor?"

Were you to bestow money or prop-
erty to others in life you would not dele-
gate the important duty to agents with-
out a voice in their selection.

But that is just what you will have
done should death overtake you without
having made a legal will. Give this mat-
ter thought, calling to mind the uncer-
tainties of life, and, by consultation with
an officer of the Rock Island Savings
Bank, avail yourself of its experience
and laciiities.

lonfH up maliver andhelps you
overcome
the consti-
pation habit.
Sate, pleas-
ant effect-
ive. Liquid
or candy
tablets.
The Parana C

Rock Island Savings

"Word of honor."
He looked at me with doubt In bis

insolent eyes.
"After all, what do I know about

your honor?" said he.
"Upon my word, sir," I cried angrily,

"you take very great liberties! I have
never been so insulted in my life."

He seemed more interested than an-
noyed at my outbreak.

"Round headed," he muttered.
"Brachycephalic, gray eyed, black
haired, with suggestion of the negroid.
Celtic, I presume?"

"I am an Irishman, sir."
"Irish Irish?"
"Y'es, sir."
"That, of course, explains it. Let

me see, you huve given me your prom-
ise that my confidence will be respect-
ed .' That confidence, I may say, will
le far from complete. But I am pre-

pared to give you a few indications
which will be of interest. In the first
place, you are probably aware that
two years ago I made a Journey to
South America, one which will be
classical in the scientific history of the
world. The object of my journey
was to verify some conclusions of Wal-
lace and of Bates, which could only be
done by observing their reported facts
under the same conditions in which
they had themselves noted them. If
my expedition had no other results it
would still have been noteworthy, but
a curious 'incident occurred to me
while there which opened up an entire-
ly fresh line of inquiry.

"You are aware or probably, in this
half educated age, you are not aware
that the country round some parts of
the Amazon is still only partially ex-

plored and that a great number of
tributaries, some of them entirely un-
charted, run into the main river. It
was my business to visit this little
known back country and to examine
its fauna, which furnished me with the
materials for several chapters for that
great and monumental work upon
zooldgy which will be my life's justifi-
cation. I was returning, my work ac-

complished, when I bad occasion to
spend a night at a small Indian village
at a point where a certain tributary
the name and position of whir h I with-
hold opens into the main river. The
natives were Cucama Indians, an
amiable but degraded race, with men-
tal powers hardly superior to the aver-
age Londoner. I had effected some
cures among them upon my way up
the river andhad Impressed them con-
siderably with my personality, so that
I was not surprised to find myself ea-

gerly awaited upon my return. I gath-
ered from their signs that some one
had urgent need cf my medical serv-
ices, and I followed the chief to one
of his huts. When I entered I found
that the sufferer to whose aid I bad
been summoned had that instant ex--'

'red. He was, to my surprtee, no In-

dian, but a white man. Indeed, I may
say i" ,ery white man, for be was flax-

en halit' and had some characteristics
of an albino He was clad in rags, was
very emaciated, and bore every trace of
prolonged hard&uir".. So far as I could
understand the account of the natives
he was a complete stran to them
and had come npon their
through the woods alone and in J-

last stage of exhaustion.
"The man's knapsack lay beslda the

couch, and I examined the contents.
His name was written upon a tab with-
in it 'Maple White, Lake avenue, De-
troit, MJcb.'

"From the conteiite of the knapsack
it was evident that this man bad been
an artist and poet In search of effects.
There were scraps of verse. I do not
profess to be a Judge of such things,
but they appeared to me to be singu-
larly wanting in merit.

"I was turning away irom him
when I observed that something pro-
jected from the front of his ragged
jacket It was this sketchbook, which
was as dilapidated then as yon see it
now. Indeed. I can assure you that a
first folio of Shakespeare could not be
treated with greater reverence than
this relic has been since it came into
my possession. I hand it to you now,
and I ask you to take it page by page
and to examine the contents."

He helped himself to a cigar and
leaned back with a fiercely critical
pair of eyes, taking note of the effect
which this document would produce.

I had opened the volume with some
expectation of a revelation, though of
what nature I could not imagine. The
first page was disappointing, however,
u it contained nothing but the picture
of a very fat man in a pea jacket, with
the legend, "Jimmy Colver on the Mall
Boat," written beneath It. There fol-

lowed several pages which were filled
with small sketches of Indians and
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service.
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will tear one ticket off as the ride
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